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Allen P. Kaplan, MD FAAAAI  

The AAAAI Foundation is pleased to honor the life work of 
Dr. Allen P. Kaplan with the creation of the Allen P. 
Kaplan, MD FAAAAI Lectureship: Creating Knowledge for 
Our Future. Throughout his long career, Dr. Kaplan has 
made an important mark on the Allergy/Immunology 
specialty through his work as a physician scientist and as 
a beloved mentor to many in our field. 

Dr. Kaplan is clinical professor of medicine at the Medical 
University of South Carolina (MUSC) in Charleston, South 
Carolina and has been associated with the Division of 
Pulmonary Medicine and Allergy and Immunology for the 
past 21 years. He is a graduate of Columbia University 

and Downstate Medical School in Brooklyn, New York, and completed his specialty 
training in allergy and clinical immunology at Harvard Medical School, and his 
rheumatology training at the National Institutes of Health. Dr. Kaplan served as the head 
of allergic diseases at the National Institutes of Health, and then chairman of the 
Department of Medicine and director of the Division of Allergy, Rheumatology and 
Clinical Immunology at the State University of New York at Stony Brook. Dr. Kaplan has 
contributed significantly to the future of his beloved specialty through the countless 
fellows and trainees who have learned under his tutelage at Stony Brook as well as 
pulmonologists at MUSC. 

Dr. Kaplan has served at the highest levels of leadership within the specialty. He held 
the office of President of the American Academy of Allergy Asthma &Immunology in 
1989, served as the President of the Clinical Immunology Society in 1990 and became 
the second American to lead the World Allergy Organization during his time as President 
from 2000 to 2003. 

Dr. Kaplan has authored more than 350 articles, monographs, and editorials, and he 
edited the textbook titled Allergy, which has been utilized in training programs throughout 
the world. In addition, he coedited the textbook titled Urticaria and Angioedema as well 
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as a two-volume textbook titled Allergy and Allergic Diseases. Dr. Kaplan’s research 
interests focus on inflammatory mechanisms of allergic disease and he is a world-
renowned authority on the mechanisms and treatment of urticaria and angioedema. 

 

Kimberly Blumenthal, MD MSc 

Kimberly Blumenthal, MD, MSc is an 

Allergist/Immunologist and clinical researcher at 

Massachusetts General Hospital and Assistant Professor 

of Medicine at Harvard Medical School.  She is the Co-

Director of the Clinical Epidemiology Program within the 

Division of Rheumatology Allergy and Immunology and the 

Quality and Safety Officer for Allergy at the Edward P. 

Lawrence Center for Quality and Safety. Dr. Blumenthal 

performs drug and vaccine allergy research that uses 

methods of epidemiology, informatics, economics, and 

decision science. Her research has been funded by the National Institute of Health, 

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, and foundations, including the American 

Academy of Allergy, Asthma, and Immunology Foundation and CRICO, the risk 

management foundation of Harvard Medical School. Dr. Blumenthal is recognized for 

identifying the morbidity and mortality associated with unverified penicillin allergy and 

creating innovative approaches to the evaluation of penicillin and cephalosporin 

antibiotic allergies in diverse patient settings. Dr. Blumenthal has authored more than 

100 peer-reviewed publications including manuscripts published in high-impact journals 

such as NEJM, Lancet, JAMA, and the BMJ. 

Dr. Blumenthal graduated from Columbia University with a BA in Economics.  She 

studied medicine at Yale University School of Medicine, before training at the 

Massachusetts General Hospital for Internal Medicine and Allergy and Immunology. She 

completed a Master of Science in Clinical Epidemiology at the Harvard T.H. Chan 

School of Public Health in 2017. 

 


